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SUMMARY 



1. (C) the radical cause party (Icr) inteada to ri de the irene 
bandwagon to victorv in a 1998 electoral coalition. 



Jtold poIoEf that 



1. 
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independent irene saez, mayor of chaeao, will form a powerful 
alliance based on political forces (perb^ie to be called *the 
people's force*! largely outalde tbe traditional parties and even 
outside Caracas, apart from Icr and Irene's own party, made up 
noatly of political neophytea, irene will draw auppgrt from several 
govertiors I 



J end Bunmary.' 



Bl 



Icr W0O9 irene 



told poiott January 29 that tormet Itt 



B6 



preaidential candidate andres Velasquez had conc luded tha t anotber 
run for the presidency in 1998 waa unrealistic. I described 

Velasquez, who got 22 percent of the vote in 1993 (cocspaied with 30 
percent for caldera] , as "an electoral pbenonenon, " i.e., a non- 
major party candidate who emerges suddenly, he said history shows 
that such phenomena, like past preaidential candidates wo If gang 
larrasataal, jovito vlllalba, and niguel angel burelli rivas, never 
do well on their second try. 
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coalition politics 



5. (c) using Cbe working title of *ths people'a force," the 
alllanc* will ceatlntie to grow but wi ll not includa any of 
vanezual*'» major political parties. 



s 



Icr- Irene program 



«. (c) I |vxiil"as«i tf«nou'4 'ror 'tW'inigi^^ 

platfora) will run on a very specific 'plan of actian" that Is 
still being worked out. he said the owjor eleisBnts will be a 
frontal attack on poverty , with ewp haala on education, health, 
jobs, and fighting crime. P [ told poloff that when aaaz 

beglna to speak out, 'ovBryone will be surprised, and her rating in 
the polls will jump froa 40 to €0 percent.* (sea Caracas 254 on 
presidential polling.) 



T. (c) beltevBatfie' major parties rue the day they set 

the political decentralization process in motion, today all the 
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top presidential candidates are products of decentralization, 
mostly from outside Caracas and in or positlon to ad and copei. if 
ICE-irene wina the election, ! j aaid, they will reinforce 

decentralization, transforming the country by empowering the 
states, cities, and towns to the detriment of th« central 
government and political party bosses, the idea, he said, Is to 
greatly enhance people's participation in naking decisions that 
affect their future, he said econoatic reforns now underway, 
including privstlzatlon, will continue. 
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